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Field visit to Pedana Kalamkari workshop
On
28.09.2024.
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From

Dr.D Rajyalakshmi 25.09.2024
Lecturer in History Avanigadda
Govt. Degree College

Avanigadda

To

The principal

Govt. Degree College
Avanigadda

Respected Madam

Sub: - Requesting permission to conduct Field visit to Pedana Kalamkari workshop
regarding.

The Department of History would like to conduct Field visit to Pedana Kalamkari workshop

on 28.09.2024. Hence, | request you to grant me permission to conduct the above said
programme.

Thanking You

Yours Faithfully

-
<

Dr. D. Rajyalakshmi
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
NOTICE 23.09.2024

Al the BA students are informed that the Department of HISTORY is organising field trip to
PEDANA Kalamkan workshop on 28.09.2024 soall the students from BA Classes should

participate without fail and make the programme grand success.
to
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
Report on Field Visit to PEDANA Kalamkari workshop

Department of History organized Field visit to Pedana Kalamkari workshop to BA students
on 28.09.2024 BA staff and students around 40 members participated in the proramme. We
started by 8.30 am to Pedana by RTC Bus and reached Prasad Kalamkari at 10.30 am.

n the 16th century, Persian explorers discovered the vibrant hand-weaving and block printing
communities in the region known then as "Maesolia," now Machilipatnam. Back then, this art

was known as "Addakam," meaning printed fabric. The distinctive finer details were

meticulously painted with a "kalam" or a fine brush. This fusion of techniques laid the
foundation for what we now call Pedana Kalamkari.

Historical Significance

The craft's appeal extended beyond local consumption. Persians prized these block prints
for their prayer mats, quilts, patkas (waist belts), and tents. Europeans embraced them for
their clothing and bedspreads, famously known as "palampores,” derived from the term
"palang posh," meaning bedcover. As the craft gained global traction, its aesthetic was
influenced by Dutch, European, Persian, and Japanese cultures, leading to the popularity of
block printing as a method in Kalamkari. The designs, heavily influenced by the Persian
aesthetic, reflect the Golconda Sultanate's cultural legacy.

The Process

Pedana Kalamkari's hand-block printing method, protected by a Geographical Indication (GI)
tag, utilizes mordants and natural dyes. This highly skilled and complex process is a
testament to the artisans' dedication and expertise.

1. Fabric Preparation: The process begins with soaking "kora" fabric in water for three days
to remove starch. After rinsing and drying, the fabric is treated with myrobalan (known as
“karakkaya" in Telugu) and buffalo milk. The tannin in myrobalan plays a crucial role in
ensuring the colour's fastness. Once treated, the fabric is ready for the first stage of printing.

2 Mordant Printing: The first round of printing, known as mordant printing, involves three
colours: kasimkar (a mixture of rusted iron and jaggery), Alum (referred to as "karam" in
Telugu), and gabbu (a combination of Alum and kasimkar). Typically, Kasimkar outlines the
print while Alum fills it out. As liquid Alum is colourless, edible colours are added to make the
print visible. Once printed, the fabrics are dried and washed in the river or canal, with the

sunshine’s intensity and the water's mineral composition playing a significant role in
achieving the desired depth of colours.

3 Dye Bath' The fabrics are boiled in a dye bath in the next stage. Copper vessels are used
for this process, with rice husk and wood chips as fuel. A specific forest leaf called “jajaku’ is
added to the boiling water to help fix the colour. The fabrics are bolled in various dyes, such



as anar, alizarin, khatta, and madigapoo (a locally available flower). These dyes, combined
with printed Alum, produce an array of colours. After the dye bath, the fabrics are rinsed and

dried. preparing them for the next printing stage.
4 Natural Dye Printing: At this stage, natural dye paste is used for printing, including indigo,

halda, alizarine, khatta, and more. Once printed, the fabrics are thoroughly washed and
dried. completing the process. The resulting fabric showcases the vibrant and intricate

designs characteristic of Pedana Kalamkari.
This traditional printing method, combined with natural dyeing, is not only slow and

ecologically sustainable but also requires a high level of local skill. It provides employment to

many craftspeople and transcends gender, economic background, and caste
barriers.Pedana Kalamkari stands as a testament to the rich cultural heritage of Andhra
Pradesh and the timeless beauty of its artisanal crafts. So on like all the stages of making

PedanaKlamkari was explained to students by artisans.
Students were inspired by our reach tradition of Kalmkari they listen carefully about the
stages of kalamkari.

D - =

Principal
GOVT. DEGREE C0!irr=
AVANIGADDA, Krishinz [t 5121,



Photos of the programme
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Pedana, Andhra Pradesh, India
9/72-1, Kothapet, Bramhapuram Colony, Pedana, Andhra Pradesh 521366,

India
Lat 16.25712°

Long 81.140034°

28/09/24 12:48 PM GMT +05:30

Students were observing Pen kalamkari workers at workshop
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/ , Govt,Degree College,Avanigadda - Parent Consent Form
Subject: Permission for Field Visit to Pedana -
- Dear Parent / Guardian;
| The Department of Arts is organizing a field visit to Pedana on qR/0§/2024 to explore
| K.\.mkari art. We request your permission for --W..OD..@&U?MU# ..... -t join this educational
trip.Please sign below to give consent for woﬁ child to participate. Return this form by u@o@h%ﬁ

permit my _nEE, ........ m ...mpwr.ﬂuwﬁw:-:-:,.-. to attend Eo _moE visit to .wn%bm opb@owbcua.

Parent/Guardian Name: mvm%rnmw , mm,_m,m.wa_qo" o r% )
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