INTRODUCTION

Women constitute half of the global population aid otiethitd ef the Vabiesi fepes, bid

receive only one-tenth of the world incotne atd e less thistt eitieé et e it eof tha sremid 4
~ property. The process of cconomic development induces sevetal key chistiges i
structure of the developing economics that includes changes it the alleeations of fatburis i
diff‘crcnt cconomic activitics. ‘The most important change coticetns with the gaelicigadiog

of women in the economic activities.

In the era of globalization, women entered the labour tnarket ity prenter puitiibwss (bt

disproportionately concentrated in low- wage sectors or occupations arid ofleni segreystad

"';'nto the informal sector.

i

. Women constitute nearly half of the adult population in India and 77 per cert of e
elong to the rural area. The major occupation of rural wornen is agriculture and related
ctivities and thereby they contribute about three-forth of the labour reqiired for
:e}gricultural operations. Considering this background, prosperity and growth of nes oniy
ation but also the remaining half of the population depend on the statis and

development of its female population.

- Women contribute in innumerable ways to the development process. Broadly thets
ontribution to socio-economic development has two fold, say, within the home as well

. . , : ]
as outside the home. In the home, women’s role as a daughter, wife and mefter

E:annot be underestimated. A women as a caretaker of the members of the farnily
Littends to food requirements. She looks after the health of all members of the farmly.

[hese two things are very important in maintaining the productivity of working force.
of their work, which is intertwined with household activities at times and is often
i



aid, on the one hand, and the flawed definition of economic activity, on the other
d, women’s economic participation remains statistically invisible, Woman is also
fhe first teacher. The training imparted by her to the child forms the basis of future skills
ation among the workforces. Women are the harbinger of human culture. It is rightly
- that women who rocks the cradle rules the nation. Outside home, a2 woman trics to be
‘ equal and able partner in the economic activities. In agriculture, she is engaged in

eding, planting, weeding, irrigation, processing and harvesting operations.

quantitatively, supply labour force through her reproductive function,
j“ litatively, improve productivity of workers through her proper care zt home, and
supplement income of the family and thus helps in improving the standard of living and
_-"*;f,. helps by contributing to savings. But women’s contribution in terms of production,
... eamings have been overlooked and labeled as ‘supplementary’, ‘casual’,
- and ‘supporting’. Far from these, their contribution is substantizl. It is
unfortunzte that her role is not adequately recognized and her contribution not quantified
perly. There is gross under estimation of this invisible force. Woman, as an active

’} er, producer of goods znd services is not duly recognized by this male-dominated

| The discrimination faced by women in the economic sphere reinforces thei The role

ed by the women in the care sector activities, namely, their reproductive work,
‘__:."- ing, rearing, nurturing children and household maintenance, falls outside the nationzal
‘:.‘.. systems followed by different countries. While these activities are crucial for
bouschold members’ well-being and effective participation in different spheres, say,
-.  nomic, social and political, they continue to remain non-economic activities, which
= not considered for direct contribution to national incomes. By virtue of women
rforming these roles, which are statistically not counted as economic and hence not
ynetz ily wvalued, women’s role and their contribution are assigned low status low

tus 25 their contribution goes unrecognized and remains



“r‘a the development of agnicultural economy 2nd other economic activities, the
——and for women’s labour in both the agricultural and non- agricultural sectors has

Becn on the rise. Women may work on the farms owned by them or on family farms or as

: - sarts or as wage eamers znd as such they form large proportions of agricultural

e g
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Concept of women agricultural labour

The definition of women work underwent many changes since 1901 and more
parsiculariy since 1961 census. During the three censuses, 1901, 1911 and 1921, the total
popiziion was divided into two categories ie., actual workers and dependents. The term
Bzl workers referred 1o 21l persons who actually did work or carried out business,
perso ; or by mezns of servants, renters, pensioners etc. The persons who were not

mci=1 workers were categorized as dependents.

he concept has bzen changed from 1961 census onwards. A wWorker was the one who
=< zssocizied with economically productive activity rather than the capacity to eamn.
Hence, = voung person who is leamning work or undergoing apprenticeship is a worker
_ 3 = property owner who lets out her/his property and collects rent or hires changes is
' ﬁ, 2 worker. On the basis of 1961 census, the total population was broadly classified mto
$wo cziecories, ie., workers and non- workers. According to 1981 Census of India,
;“";'i.a- ~n who worked in another person’s land for wages in cash, kind or share of
crop ws regzrded as an agricultural labour.

" The first Agricultural Lzbour Enquiry Committee (ALEC), 1950-1955, defined
i;"." oltnrz] lzbour 2s “those people who are engaged in raising crops on payment of
~_ The second Agricultural Labour Enquiry Committee, 1956-1957, enlarged the
: on 10 include — “those who are engaged in other agricultural occupations like
1_ irv. fzrming. horticulture, rzising of live—stock, bees, poultry etc™. In the context of

Insi>n condinons the definition is not adequate, because it is not possible to completely
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sparate those working on wages from others. There are people who do not work on

Waeos throughout the year but only for a part of it.

he first ALEC used the concept of agricultural labour household. If half or more
mbers of houschold have wage employment in agriculture, those households should be
med as agricultural labour household. This concept was based upon the occupation of
worker. The Second Committee submitted that to know whether a household is an
icultural labour household, we must examine its main source of income. If 50 per cent
more of its income is derived as wages for work rendered in agriculture only, then it

Id be classified as agricultural labourhousehold.

:‘According 10 the National Commission on Labour “agricultural labour is one who
basically unskilled and unorganized and has little for its livelihood, other than
personal labour”. Thus, persons whose main source of income is from wage
‘: ployment fall in this category. Some of the economists have stated that all those
;:« ons who derive a major part of their income as payment for work performed on the

farms of others can be designated as agricultural workers .

,; these definitions, with little difference, accept broadly the principle that an
jcultural labour is one who is engaged on wage employment either permanently or

ually.Classification of Female Agricultural Labour

To understand the nature and rural class structure, rural women are classified into two
' ategories, namely, landless agricultural labour and very small cultivators. Landless
our in turn can be classified into two broad categories, say, permanent labour attached
- cultivating houschold and casual labour. Permanent or attached labour generally works
annual or seasonal basis and they work on some sort of daily wage. Their wages are

etermined by custom or tradition. On the other hand, temporary or casual labour are
: gaged only during peak period for work. Their employment is temporary and they are

d at the market rate. They are not attached to any landlords.
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, second category very small cultivators can again be divided into three subgroups,
cultivators. share croppers and leascholders. Small farmers possess very little
. 2nd therefore have to devote moest of their time working on the lands of others as
:_;.", r. Share croppers are those who, while shaning the produce of the land for their

rk, z2lso work a5 labour. Tenants are those who not only work on the leased land but
psO work zs labour.

y gricultural labour are not organized like industrial labour. They are not organized
unions. They are illiterate and ignorant, it is difficult for them to bargain with the

land ovners znd secure fair wages. Most of the labour have no land of their own.,

important characteristic of the female agricultural labour in India is that women get
ow vizazes because hired lzbour can be substituted by the family labour. Economic
onditions of women labour are very pitiable. The hours of work are not fixed. The wage
yates pzid are z2lso low compared to the male workers for the same work. Illiteracy, lack
wizreness, low level of skills, suppression. nature of employment, lack of knowledge
about Minimum Wages Act, lack of bargaining power and migmation are the
disa dvantzges of women labour.
;f. the process of development women labour suffers in many ways. She believes that
.‘r;,;i- and women both have equal strength and that none is inferior to her. Women in
overzll zctivities as well as household works were higher than men. It was lower in
i Iture compared to men. Women hired as farm labour invariably do transplantation

iddy and weeding operations amongst various crops. In paddy transplantation women

rom neighboring farms would gather and help to each other.

'omen workers play a significant role in agricultural development and allied fields
cluding in the main crop production, livestock production horticulture, post-harvest

ations, agro/social forestry, fisheries etc. Women also play vital role in allied
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}'icultuml activities such as entire management of dairy siimals staiting from papbless
'.d cutting, of fodder to feeding, cleaning of cuttle snd cattle shed, collestinm id by
ilking, preparation of mille products, ete. Their rle in sectigs ke poslisy, pmgassy
l,;cl\‘t.‘ly. goatery, sheep rearing, rabbit rearing, fisheries, serjcoltie snd ppshiaccns
ilivntinn is also overwhelming. Sericulture is anather area whege vunpen peitopn haticy
an men, Moreover, studies dealing with viomen snd their deyelopmet inadicwie tt 1
nomic and social gains of development have Leen unevenly dpsinlpied pup o0y
cross gender and social classes, bul also across repions. '1he viomen in ggricatye secisy
; disadvantaged in many aspects of socio-economic dimensions, udies on pue
velopment in India have revealed that rich farmers have grown richer and the g
vc become poorer, Over a period of time, there has ocourred a fnaiginglisstin s
uperization of women labour in agriculture, In the developing couptries, shudies ey
t apart from the economic marginalization of wiomen, the efforis of easpimnic
: ‘m}elopment have resulted in an increase in the york activities of yural viormen on e s
d, and shrinking of their resource base and opportunitics for vell -heing as gersims oo
= other. Lack of facilities to acquire other skills and unavailability of Gpporiupitics w
enter into other fields has turned them desperate and depressed, Apan from the pressuse
unemployment, mechanization of agriculture has further  displaced wornen from theis

itional work. Economists have stated that all those persons who derive a majn gert

[o find the reasons which led to marginalization of women is crucial in order 1o

dress the problem adequately, This assumes most significance in view of the




