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Corncent of Empowerinerel

Womenis cmpowerment is a global issue and discussions on

womenis political rights are at the torefront of many formal and

informal campeigns  worldwide.  The  concept ol"  womenis

empowermen: appoars to be the outcome of several important
'y

critiques and debates  generated by the womenis movement

throughout the werld and particularly by Third World Feminists2.

Empowerment in its simplest torm means the manifestation of

redistribution of power that challenges patriarchal idcology and the

male dominance. it is both a process and the result of the process. It is

transformation ot the structures or institutions that rcinforces and

perpetuates  gender discrimination. It is a process that enables
women to gain access to and control of material as well as

information resources.

The concept of womenis empowcerment, throughout the world, has its
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cmpowerment mvolves changes at personal and socictal icvels. Wormmenis
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their sexual objectification and  exploitation

responsibilities. One of the keys to  womenis empower in work and

families is the strengthening of identify at both interpersonal and social
levels3

Concept of Setf Help Groizps

The Self Help Groups (SHGs) are voluntary associations of

people formed to attain a collective goal. People who are

homogeneous with respect to social background, heritage, caste or
traditional occupation come together for a common cause to raise and
manage resources for the benefit of the grdup members. The process
by which the group of people with a common objective are facilitated
to come together in order to participate in the development activities,

i.e., savings, credit, income generation, etc. is called Group formation.

Although the SHGs can be formed for any development activity, for

the financial institutions to use them as a conduit for banking

activities, the SI1Gs should be practicing thrift and credit and be
familiar with moncsy management?.

According to NABARD, it is a group of 20 or less people from a
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nrocess helps them imbibe the essentials of financial intermediation

mciuding prioritization ol nceds. 1t hoilds sieh financiai discipline
and credit history that it cncourages banks to lend to them i certain
multiples of their savings and without any demand tor collateral
sccurity. Thus. Self Help Groups arc voluntary union ol peers, formed
for mutual assistance for economic gain and to change the quality

of life. It is one of the means to achicve self employment.

Sex ratio ar thhe Global I evel

The Composition of population by gender is not uniform and
shows diverse pattern across different countries of the world. Table

— 1.1 shows the sex ratio in the ten most population countries in the

world during 2001 and 2011. It has been estimated that around the

year 2011, the world will have 984 lemale against 1000 males. As is

cvident from the data, in USA, Russia, Japan and Brazil female

outnumber males, in the other six countries, the balance is titled

towards the males. The situation in the immediate neighborhood of
India reveals the mixed picture. Mynamar
(1048), Srilanka (1034) and Nepal (1014) have more females in
their population where as in all other countries, the sex ratio shows
male dominations.

United Nations (UN) obscrved the year 1975 as the imternational
womenis vear. This indicates that the UN has convinced that the state
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Cstatus of women is evident, In ospite of Indints  soprstation for
respecting wotnen, including tremting her as u Codidess, history t£ids
'-gi;u«; that wotnen were also ill-Adreated. §here was o egquality beawect
men and women, Vhis 1s true of atcsent, inedicyal aiud easly soodersn
times  barring  some  sevolitionary  snovemets  sush as  that of
- Basaweshwiara, the 1210 century  philosophier b5 Karnmaka, i
advocated  equality, casteless  socicly, status  for  women, sl

betterment of the downtrodden., Refonmn movemnents in the 198 zud
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_ ‘T'he recorded history of India began with the arrival of Aryans in
1 5th Century 15.C. When Vedic lra began, the patriarchal culiure

Luperseded the matriarchal culture. It could be considered the begmning
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v pender discrimination in India 1he historical period marked

Cigvoeda reveals ihe predominunce of seligious cotcers over the civil

e Vedic ealtore was wide spread nntil the arrient of the SMushime in
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1 ;,‘gcndcr discrimmination,
In Modern India (from A, 1700 (o A, 1947, in the

-."'f,fx:- kpround of the intelleetual upheavial of the Fath and 1910 century

1t crc witnessed a worldwide demand (or establishiment of independent

d cpalitarian nationalist socictics which invariably ciuplisized  the
equality of womes with men, At the advent of the  British rule, the
osition of wornen in India was ot its Jowest ebb, “The Pritish rale tried
1o check all the evils on women, Women education wirs introduaced, 1t
s in 1917 that the (st womenis university was founded in Poona.
India Womenis Conference wias formed in 1927 1o discuss the
es of womenis cducation, child marriage, purdab and politicnl
rrf of women-

bhc period from 1857 10 1947 was an era of enlightemment and
"f)wcrmcnl as far as women are concerned, Many women rose 1o

promincnce in the independent India (oo, These women laid the

'dﬂtinn for womenis strupple Tor cmpowennent in 20th century.

’-'I," atus of Indian women haos considerably improved after the
-i_ii'i pcmium oL veislative and cducational policics of the Government

ndin opcted opportunitics for women to assert therr identity  in



