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SHG-Bank linkage in Andhra Pradesh

The financial status of households and savings capacities has improved due
to improvement in access to formal credit institutions, since SHGs are linked
with banks. The table shows that in the year 2001-02 under the coverage groups
88,575 and in 2007-09, these are increased to 4, 31,515. The sanction of loan
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pDemographic Features

The demographic particulars of the Guntur district are presented in
Economy of any region is influenced by its demographic aspects of the
district considered.  The district is predominantly rural with nearly 75 per
cent of population inhabiting in the rural arcas. The population of the district
increased from 28.5 lakhs to 44.05 lakhs by 2001, i.e., a growth of
54.88 per cent which is less than that of the State (74.08 per cent
growth). According to 2011 census, the total population of Guntur district
is 4,889,230 lakhs. Out of the total population, the male population is
2.441.128 lakhs and Female population is 2,448,102. Sex wise, while
thereis no much difference in the rates of growth in rural areas between
male and female, but the rate of growth of females is higher than those of
males. The district witnessed a remarkable growth in urban population.
This is similar to the pattern observed at the state level. Most of the
populations live in rural areas (72.05) while the percentage of
population in urban areas is 27.94 percent. In respect of literacy, the

district stood on a better footing with high percentage of literates.

In 2001 the literacy rate in krishna district was 62.54 per cent and it

increased to 67.99 per cent in 2011 and in case of female literacy rate it
was 53.74 per cent in 2001 and it increased to 60.64 per cent in 2011.

Literacy rate between males and females is taken into view it is not

surprising that male literacy rate is much higher than female literacy rate

both at district and state levels. The working population is in Guntur
district 49.71 per cent out of which female total workers is 19.27 per cent
and scheduled caste female workers is 4.62 per cent and scheduled tribe
female workers is 28.82 percent. Nearly 9 per cent are cultivators out of

which female cultlvators is 2.73 per cent and scheduled caste female
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ent of population ljve below poverty line in the Guntur

district. However the district urban population growth rate is much lesser

than that of State. This reflects basically on the rural urban migration

character of the district with a growth in urbanization

Agricultural Economy

Guntur district is well known for its commercial crops like
Chillies,Tobacco and Cotton etc. The district is one of the agriculturally
advanced districts in the State. Agricultural economy of the district
witnessed many changes. Guntur district occupies the foremost place in
the state for cultivation in both food and non-food crops. The pre-
dominant crops grown in the district are paddy, jowar and bajra among
cereals, blackgram, greengram and redgram among pulses, cotton,
chillies, turmeric and tobacco among non-food and commercial crops.
The advent of high yielding varieties, the increased use of fertilizers,
pesticides and management practices have resulted in increased yield per
acre. There has been increase in the yield of pulses also. But after 1990

the yield of crops especially cotton and chillies is in a decreasing way.

Virginia tobacco is very famous in Guntur district for a very long time.

However with the release of Nagarjuna Sagar project water and with the

change in cropping pattern the area has gone down in the district. The

reputatxon-:_of Guntur chillies 1is well known, cotton and that too

n stagle has become popular in this

sophisticated




‘istrict, which is cultivated in 2.5 lakh acres. In this district Groundnut
rop, which is only a rain fed crop previously, is now being cultivated in
l "'hc Nagarjuna sagar project Ayacut land also. For the last few deccades
fhe district has made great studies in agricultural production due to
51‘1‘igati0n facilities, usc of high yielding varicties, use of machines in
ffarm operations, greater use of fertilizers and pesticides in the hands

ofenterprising farming community.

¢ Land utilization

: he land use pattern of the study area for the year 2007-08 ispresented
;Tlle table describes that out of the total geographical area of 1139100
viﬁ ectares nearly 607861 hectares are under cultivation which is accounting
‘or 53.36 per cent of the total geographical area. An area of 34420
ectares is cultivable wasteland, which is accounted for 3.02 per cent of
ithe total geographical area and more than 14 per cent of the total

s eographical area is under forest.

ropping Pattern

; he total area under principle crops in Guntur district .Out of total
‘eographical area of 11, 39,100 hectares nearly 6,007,861 hectares are
under cultivation. It is evident from the table that the food crops
ccupied most important place in cropping pattern, occupying about
$73.98 per cent of the gross cropped area. Within the food crops paddy
' has emerged as the most important food crop occupying about 36.94 per
ent of the total gross cropped area. Cotton which has an important

commercial crop of the’- area occupied an important place among non-

$food crops accountmg for 1 v )9 per cent of th 'Qtal cropped area.
'! he share of ch111es

#The farmers have stat Sugar nd turmeric



: » of tobacco Ve
in place of tobacco. Even though the area under these crops is  very

small. therr place in the agro-business js significant

chldg of Principal Crops

The vields of principal crops during 2006-07 and 2007-2008 The yields

of Red gram  (10.57 percent), groundnut (40.53 percent), jowar (9.07

percent).  blackgram  (-69.32 percent), Green gram (-32.86 percent) and

cugarcanc  (-89.30) witnessed a decline. The district experienced

- -

commercialization of agriculture during 1995-96 and 2000-2001 periods.
This in turn transformed the nature of agricultural operations towards a
greater degree of mechanization. The impact ofagricultural prosperity of the
district is also reflected in the growth of agro- based industries and

development of tertiary sector as observed in the foregoing analysis.

Irrigation

One of the major input requirements of agriculture is the availability of
and to free

water resources. To maximize agricultural production

agriculture from the vagaries of monsoon, the state government has

undertaken several steps in major, medium as well as minor irrigation

sectors. The two Major irrigation projects in the District are 1.01d Krishna
Ayacut, now renamed as Prakasam Barrage with an Ayacut of 2,02,032
hectares and 2. Nagarjuna Sagar Project. Both are constructed on the

riverof Krishna. The total area irrigated by different sources of irrigation

a medium irrigation Canal by name

in Guntur district, is through
Guntur Branch Canal (GBC) having an Ayacut of 10,823 hectares and the

Minor irrigation sources like tanks, filter points, tube
information onthe net area irrigated by different sources .Showsthat 383530

hectares irrigated under canal



