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Phytd by the women in the care sector activities, namely, their reproductive work,
bﬂ'ilg. reaning. nurturing children and household maintenance, falls outside the national
accounting sysiems followed by different countries. While these activities are crucial for
M members” well-being and effective participation in different spheres. say,
m‘ ic, social and political, they continue to remain non-economic activities, which
2o no(m:éered for direct contribution to national incomes. By virtue of women
pufmmmlﬁ- which are statistically not counted as economic and hence not
o valued, women’s role and their contribution are assigned low status low
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Concept of women agricultural labour

The definition of women work underwent many chan
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-' Thn first Agpncultural Labour Enquiry Committee (ALEC), 1950-1955. detined

hgrictﬂtuml labour as “those people who are engaged in raising CIops on payment of
wagcs" T_hc second Agricultural Labour Enquiry Committee, 1936-19357. cilarged the
dcﬁn.[ L 1o include ~ “those who are engaged in other agneuliural occupations like
dmmfamln& horticulture, raising of live-stock, bees, poultry etc”. In the context of

tons the definition is not adequate, because it is not possible 1 completely
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The first ALV 1sed the temuah of agpcultueal labernt homehold. 1f half or more
members of hsehold have wage ernplerymerdt in agrcalture, those howmehiolds should be
termed as spricultural labense heuseheld. This comeept was based upon the occupation of
the worker, The fiecond Committes subrnitied that 4 krers whether a household is an
sgricultural labour household, we must examine its main source of mcome. If 50 per cent
or more of its income is detived as wages for work rendered in agriculture only,

could be classified as apricultural Labour household,

then it

According 1o the National Commission on Labour “agricultural labour is one who
is basically unskilled and unorganized and has little for its livelihood, other than
personal labour”, Thus, persons whose main source of income s from wage
employment fall in this category. Some of the economists have stated that all those
persons who derive a major pant of their income as payment for work performed on the

farms of others can be designated as agricultural workers |

All these definitions, with little difference, accept broadly the principle that an
sgricultural labour is one who is engaged on wage employment either permanently or
casually, Classification of Female Agricultural Labour

To undenstand the nature and rural class structure, rural women are classified into two
catcgnﬁns. namcly, landless agricultural labour and very small cultivators. Landless
lubour in turn can be classificd into two broad categories, say, permanent labour attached
o culthmiing houschold and casual labour, Permanent or attached labour generally works
on mnual or scasonal basis and they work on some sort of daily wage. Their wages are

dmmimd ”by custom or tradition. On the other hand, tcmporary or casual labour are
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